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Rare is the leading behavior change organization in conservation. Rare specializes in identifying proven

locally-led solutions and work with partners and communities worldwide to bring these solutions to a

regional and national scale.

FishForever

Fish Forever is Rare’s community-led solution to revitalize coastal marine habitats, such as coral reefs,

mangroves and seagrasses, protect biodiversity, and secure the livelihoods of fisher households and their

communities.  It uses an innovative approach to address coastal overfishing—by empowering

communities through clear rights, strong governance, local leadership, and participatory

management—that protects essential fish habitat and regulates fishing activities.
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BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE MANAGED ACCESS APPROACH

The Managed Access approach gives exclusive access privileges for fishing in defined areas to fisher
beneficiaries who are compliant with fishing regulations and are participating in coastal management
and conservation activities. Managed access areas are designed around geopolitical, social, and
ecological components, and rely on participation of stakeholders.
Managed access areas are declared legally through an appropriate policy instrument to make them
defensible and enforceable.

In a managed access approach, it is critical to establish boundaries that are supported by management
bodies with clear legal authority. Management bodies should be founded on the principles of
community-based tenure over natural resources and be able to receive and distribute legally recognized
access rights to community fishers for designated coastal areas. To be successful, management bodies
must also be able to establish and maintain a limit on
fishing effort through a cap on individuals and/or vessels; designate and enforce the managed access
and reserve areas; and develop  additional fisheries regulations such as gear restrictions, seasonal
closures and size restrictions for key species within the managed access area. See the Effective
Management Body guidance for details on building capacity of fisheries management groups and
building the mechanisms to enable these groups to be successful.

The following are the FF 2.0 Principles for Managed Access Area Designation:

1. MA boundaries incorporate geopolitical boundaries, traditional fishing grounds, and optimal
reserve locations

2. MA boundaries are clearly established and defensible
3. Fisher access to the MA is managed
4. Appropriate fishing regulations are defined in a policy and management plan
5. Surveillance and Enforcement system is established

BASIC PRINCIPLES IN DETAIL

1. MA boundaries incorporate geopolitical boundaries, traditional fishing grounds, and optimal
reserve locations

1. Geopolitical (municipal, district, etc) and artisanal fishing boundaries are used to
designate primary MA area where possible

a. All fishers within the geopolitical boundary have access to MA area

2. Traditional fishing grounds are used to create clusters of communities to designate
MA zones within geopolitical boundaries

a. Only fishers in designated communities have access to MA zones
b. Participatory activities to support this principle include:

i. Map fishing pressure
ii. Estimate fishing dependence

iii. Identify fishing grounds
3. Reserve locations are selected using ecological strategy maps

2. MA boundaries are clearly established and defensible
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1. Managed access boundaries are submitted for inclusion in appropriate policy
instrument

2. Policy instrument declaring the boundaries is consistent and complementary to
existing national, sub-national or customary laws

3. Policy instrument is formulated and adopted in a participatory manner
4. Strategy for compliance and enforcement is defined in the policy

3. Fisher access is managed within the MA

1. All fishers are registered

2. Fishers are granted access to the managed access area through registration and
licensing

3. Fisher access regulation and process is included in the policy instrument and/or
fisheries management plan

4. Appropriate fishing regulations defined in management plan

1. The Fisheries Management Assessment (FMA) tool is used to identify and adapt the most
appropriate regulations

2. Fisheries regulations and harvest control rules in the fisheries management plan

5. Surveillance and Enforcement system established

1. Enforcement mandate is clearly defined and supported by an appropriate policy
instrument

2. Compliance and enforcement operational plans are formulated and funded
3. Regular surveillance is conducted
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